Seal sightings from the survey ship

Survey to stop vessels running aground

Detailed study of
shifting sands In

a bid to save lives

By Sam Lennon
slennonEthekmgroup.couk

Al survey afl the Goodwin
Sands has begun.

The notoriows sifting sands
off Dieal are completely charted
EWEry 12 years v hiedp sanve lives
by preventing vessels running
agronnd.

Sarong cuorents ard Gides con-
stantly move them, changing
the edpes of the sandbank.

The manth-long examinotion
is being carried out by coniras-
tors A-3-5ea Solutions Lid from
Romaay in Hampahive uelng
thelr Aametre survey vessal
FPV Morven.,

The dietaibed high resolution
multibearm eclrosounder maps
thie shifting seabed] andd icdemti-
fies potential navigational haz
ards such as ohstacles,

The work 15 requlred by the
Intermintional Convention for the
Safery of Tife sl San (501 A5)

Because the Goedwin Sands
were cormpletily nmarked and
uncharied for centuries they
wenk a constant navigational
threat to saikors.

The survey ares

Iata collectedd by the fsho-
soamnder is processed on board
and sent 1o both the Maritine
& Coastguand Agency and the
LT Hydrogrphic Office.

Following completion of val-
fclating amnd analysis, the data
will then be incorporated into
a pew edition of the Admiraliy
chari, probabby publiched earky
DXL T,

The survey team also vecorded
sl gightings noting locations
and nunnbers.

O ol the shipwrecks they
came across was the 55 Luray
vhetory, This was an Ameeri-
can cargo ship that had to been

abandomed after it ran agroumd
on the Goodwin Sands in Jan-
uary 146

IT head first been laumched Just
0 months before. A= well os
updating the Admivalty chart,
the data collected will baused to
produce o repart comparing the
changres in water depiths since
the last full study in 2008,

Significant discoveries are
sent straight to the Hydno-
graphic Office who will in furn
ke o MNotice 10 Mariners with
immedinte effec.

Panila Englizsh, the MCA™s
hydrography programime lead,
sid; *Tha areas of highest nay-
tzatlonal salety risk within UK
wabers are surveyed systemot-
cally. The lives of mariners can
ikt clo cbepnd o it

“This work is to make sure
our pation’s mantical charts
and pablications are corrent,
accurabe and fit for purpose. It
mseanE that mariners can fiake
informed and safe decisions
about their cholee of vessel
rotrte to make sure they avoid
potential hazards, protecting
themsalves, thekr crew, ship-
pimgE and TATINE srvirsment”




